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LiD KiD Bulletin #4       December 2012 

Here’s what our kids are saying about LiD: 

 "I wish that every Wednesday would come really fast so that LiD day would come sooner.  And that the 

days of the week would only slow down when I was having a really good time or on LiD day." ~Evelyn, 

grade 4 

 The best part about LiD is:  

o “building sculptures of things that live in the water.”  

o “making bugs with cardboard and popsicle sticks.” 

o “the exploring because your intelligence grows.” 

o “having a topic for a long time.” 

o “learning about other people’s topics.” 

o “the creative constructions.” 

o “I made a window!” 

Journals are a wonderful place to keep photographs, drawings, notes and ideas about LiD topics. Every 

student has one! Make a commitment to doing a journal activity with your child this month. This is a 

wonderful holiday activity. 

Here are some new ideas you can try at home. Thanks to Ms. Tochkin and Ms. Dixon for these. 

These activities work for all topics:  

 Read a book about your topic 

 Locate and copy a poem about your topic and illustrate it.  Don’t forget the author’s name! 

 Write down new questions about your topic using the 5 W’s and how. 

 Create a collage about your topic 

 Use a loupe to look up close at your topic, then sketch and label what you see 

 Draw pictures about your topic 

 Ask friends, family members, teachers what they know about your topic 

 Write a poem about your topic 

 Write down new learning about your topic 

 Conduct an experiment related to your topic 

 Write a joke or riddle about your topic 

 Create a list e.g. all the types, the extremes, largest/smallest, the most famous etc. 

 Connect your topic to the 5 senses 

 Build a model of your topic (use Lego, natural materials, recycled materials, etc…) 

 Make a crossword puzzle related to your topic 

 Take photos of your topic 

 Write a story about your topic 

 Research one of your questions on the computer 

 Paint a scene about your topic 

 Consider what the world would be like without your topic 

 Think of all the ways your topic is used by people 

 Write a day in the life of…. 

 Read a story about your topic and respond to it – retell or reflect 

 Make a word search using related to your topic 

 Create a list of things you want to do to research your topic 
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Here are ideas for specific topics: 

Topic 
Useful Artifacts (please send to 

school, we will distribute to students) 
Some things to do at home 

storms 

 Rain gauges 

 Wind socks 

 Weather vanes 

 Weather maps 

 Draw different kinds of weather and weather 

systems 

 Graph the weather for a month 

 Make a photo gallery of storms using photographs 

or internet or magazine pictures 

 Draw how you feel in a storm 

 Make a list of weather/storm words 

clocks 

 Old analogue watches or clocks 

 3D puzzles or models 

 Old digital watches or clocks 

 Practice printing the numbers on a clock 

 Draw different types of clocks 

 Think of places you see different clocks – analog 

and digital (e.g. watch, alarm clock school clock) 

 Internet search for famous clocks 

 Observe the clock – how/when do the numbers 

change? 

 Count how many times the second hand ticks 

when it goes around once 

 Draw a detailed picture of a clock 

 Make a model of a clock 

 Copy/trace a picture of a clock 

 Make a list of time words e.g. quarter to/after, 10 

past, half an hour, etc. 

technology 

 Parts from old computers, fax 

machines, adding machines, 

calculators, keyboards 

 Choose a tool and follow the evolutionary path 

e.g. chalk/slate, pencil/paper, keyboard/computer 

 Take apart a technological tool to learn about its 

parts 

numbers  Dice 

 Playing cards 

 Find number patterns on a 100 chart 

 Find numbers in nature (look for patterns) 

insects 

 Magnifying glasses 

 Fossilized insects 

 Draw all the types of insects you have seen 

 Use a  magnifying glass to make detailed 

observations of insects and draw 

 Count and record the number of legs, wings, etc. 

of each insect observed in detail 

 Sort insects/drawings of insects, into those that 

fly, crawl, swim, etc. 

 Record/draw the types of patterns you observe on 

some insects 

 Copy/trace/collect pictures of insects 
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 Make a list of insect words 

circus 

 Juggling balls or scarves 

 Magic sticks 

 Draw what a circus looks like 

 Make categories of animals, props, equipment, 

performers, etc. in a circus 

 Construct props for a circus 

 Make a diorama of a circus 

games 

 Old games, the kind with 

metal/wood pieces rather than 

plastic 

 Old game boards that can be used 

to create new games 

 Provide random objects and make up a game 

 Categorize drawings/pictures of games played 

inside and outside 

 Choose a game and draw all the 

objects/equipment needed for that game, 

including how many people for each 

 Draw themselves playing their favourite game 

 Design their own board game with rules, etc. 

wood 

 Carvings 

 Scrap wood for building 

 Interesting objects made from 

wood: jewelry, puzzles, shoes… 

 Draw all the different things made of wood 

 Design something that could be made out of wood 

(e.g. house) using other objects 

 Construct something out of wooden materials (e.g. 

craft sticks) 

 Make detailed drawings of wood (e.g. inside rings 

in a cross section) and show patterns, draw 

measurements of each, etc. 

 Collect different types of wood 

 Take pictures of a variety of trees 

 Compare different kinds of wood using attributes 

like colour, texture, bark on the outside, etc. 

cooking 

 Interesting recipes 

 Old cookbooks 

 Cooking utensils 

 Aprons 

 Chef hats 

 Draw different ways to cook food 

 Draw/paint your favourite food 

 Cut out pictures of food you would like to make, 

try, look delicious 

 Collect your favourite recipes 

 Choose an ingredient and learn all the things you 

can make with it 

 Choose an ingredient and collect as many samples 

of different types as you can (e.g. Rice – jasmine, 

basmati, brown, etc.) 

 Draw all the different types of utensils, cookware 

you use for cooking 

bridges 
 Popsicle sticks 

 Balsa wood 

 Toothpicks 

 Construct/make a model of a bridge out of 

different materials (or can experiment with 

providing limited materials) 

 Make several bridges and see which is the 
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 Lego strongest by testing it out with objects that get 

increasingly heavier 

 Build the biggest, smallest, longest, bridge 

 Take pictures of different types of bridges 

 Collect pictures of famous bridges 

 Draw a picture of the things that use a bridge 

 Draw pictures of the materials used to make 

bridges 

 Coy/trace a picture of a bridge 

musical 

instruments 

 Bottle caps (to make tambourines) 

 Wood blocks 

 Rhythm sticks 

 Elastics (to make a box guitar) 

 Maracas 

 

 Draw and label all the musical instruments that 

you know 

 Create a collection of musical instruments and 

experiment with different sounds (e.g. corn 

kernels vs. beans in a pop can, fewer kernels vs. 

more kernels) 

 Add water to glass/jars and fill with different 

heights of water and experiment with the sound 

tapping with a spoon 

 Listen to a song and draw all the instruments you 

hear 

 Make up your own song using a homemade 

instrument 

 Sort pictures into  categories of instruments (e.g. 

percussion, brass, strings) or draw and sort 

characteristics that are similar or different (e.g. 

contain a reed, buttons, keys, strings, etc.) 

 Copy/trace a drawing of a musical instrument 

glass 

 Glass beads 

 Small stained glass pieces 

 Sea glass 

 Eye glasses 

 Art glass 

 Draw all the different places you find glass 

 What are some uses for glass? 

 Tour the city looking for stained glass 

 Walk through your home looking for all of the 

glass. What is it used for? 

water 

 Plastic test tubes with lids for water 

sample collection 

 Magnifying glasses 

 Ph sticks 

 Experiment with changing forms of water (e.g. 

water-liquid, ice-solid, steam-gas) 

 Draw or make a list or collect pictures of all the 

different things we use water for 

 Describe water using the 5 senses – smell, taste, 

touch, see, hear 

 Sink or float objects in/on water, make predictions 

 Figure out how much water your family uses in a 

day/week/month/year 

 Consider ways to reduce water use in your home 
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ponds 

 Plastic test tubes with lids for water 

sample collection 

 Magnifying glasses 

 Ph sticks 

 What makes a pond not a pond? 

 Build a model pond with natural materials. 

bees 

 Fossilized bees 

 A honeycomb 

 Bee hive smoker 

 Bee keeping suit 

 

 Use beeswax to make candles – roll honeycomb 

sheets or use a mold for poured wax 

maps 

 Aerial maps  

 Old city maps 

 Games using maps (e.g. Ticket to 

Ride, Scotland Yard) 

 Draw a map of  the classroom 

 Make own treasure map 

 Look at and compare different types of maps 

 Draw the symbols you see on maps 

 Copy words that may be found on a map (may 

also want for using to label own map) 

spacecraft 
 NASA materials 

 Model spacecraft 

 Space food 

 Play with spacecraft toys (Star Wars, etc) 

 Design and construct/draw their own spacecraft 

 Copy/trace different types of spacecraft 

aircraft 

 Models 

 Aircraft parts 

 Maps used by pilots 

 Pilot wings 

 Make paper airplanes. Which fly the 

farthest/highest/longest? What causes better 

flight? 

 Draw/copy/trace/collect pictures of different kinds 

of aircraft 

leaves 

 Leaves 

 Leaf art 

 Collect leaves outside and look for evidence that 

they are food. Look around – what might be 

eating leaves in your neighbourhood? What 

happens to a leaf left in soil over time? 

worms 

 Magnifying glasses 

 

 Conduct some gentle worm experiments. Put a dry 

paper towel on one side of a cookie tray and a wet 

paper towel on the other side. Put 2-3 worms on 

the dry side. Watch what happens. Put them on 

the wet side. Try the middle. Draw your 

observations in your LiD journal. 

edible 

plants 

 a variety of root vegetables (send 

these on a Wednesday only!) 

 

 What nutrition or healing properties do edible 

plants have? How might you test this out? 

 If you had to depend on plants for food in the 

wild, how might you determine which ones are 

safe to eat? 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

RETURN THIS FORM TO YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER OR THE SCHOOL OFFICE. 

Do you have expertise or a passion for any of these topics? Complete the form below and 

return it to the school office. 

Name:  ________________________________________________email: ____________________________ 

I have expertise about or a passion for ________________________________________ 

I am willing to share my expertise/passion with a small group of students. Yes/No 

I am available (list days/times) to do this: _______________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

 

mushrooms  A variety of mushrooms (send 

these on a Wednesday only!) 

 Find recipes using mushrooms as an ingredient. 

Do some cooking together! 

soil 
 A variety of soil samples 

 Photos or pictures of soil layers 

 Grow some seeds in different soils (e.g. sandy, 

wet, dry, clay) and notice which soils are best for 

growing. 

flowers  Seeds for us to plant 

 Flower pots 

 Learn about the art of Georgia O’Keefe and 

replicate her flower paintings. 

bones 
 Clean, dry bones 

 X-rays 

 Model skeletons 

 Construct a skeleton out of q-tips or toothpicks. 

 What creatures have exoskeletons? 

seeds 
 Seeds! 

 Containers for planting seeds 

 Plant a seed in several different soil types. Predict 

which will grow best. Watch and record 

observations in LiD journal. 

buttons 
 Buttons! 

 Examples of button art or button 

jewelry 

 Make a traditional button blanket. 

Fairy tales 
 Unusual fairy tales 

 Multi-cultural tales 

 Investigate the same Fairy Tale from different 

countries.  

 Compare different versions of the same tale. 

 

Visit our website to see a video of 

our Lid Launch! 

http://universityhighlands.sd41.

bc.ca/photoGallery.htm 


